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Preface

The Role of Underground Laboratories in
Nuclear Waste Disposal Programmes

—OECD/NEA 2001 Report—

(Translated Document)

Toyokazu OGAWA, Masahiro UCHIDA

There are two key issues in the underground radioactive waste disposal programmes: uncertainties
that are included in the geoscientific parameters used in the repository design; and long-term safety of the
facilities. To construct a safe radioactive waste disposal programme that every one accepts, it is necessary
to have open discussions on possible programmes among implementing organizations, regulatory body,
researchers, polititians, and general publics; it is also indispensable to construct such underground facilities
as URL, carrying out characterization, rock tests, technical developments and realization.

In this technical material, a report “The Role of Underground Laboratories in Nuclear Waste
Disposal Programmes” prepared by OECD/NEA in 2001 has been translated into Japanese. The
purpose of the material preparation was to make the translated version a useful reference as regard to
the design and construction of deep underground laboratories to be built in Tono and in Horonobe.

Repository System Analysis Group, Waste Isolation Research Division, Waste Management

and Fuel Cycle Research Center, Tokai Works
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